
Buy America

Requirement for 
Federal Aid Projects   

23 CFR 635.410



Learning Outcomes

• Certify Compliant Materials

• Identify Buy America Compliance

• Describe Buy America

• Apply Buy America Provisions

• Project Segmentation 



How to Certify Materials 

• “All Manufacturing Processes must occur in 

the United States”

• See Special Provision for Use of Domestic 

Material

• Prior to incorporation of Material into project, 

the Contractor shall furnish a Certificate of 

Compliance





Buy America Compliance

• Steel mill test 
report from 
Moscow

D’oh!



• Step certification is a process

• Each handler (supplier, fabricator, manufacturer, 

processor, etc) of the iron and steel products 

• Certifies that their step in the process was 

domestically performed.

• Process applies to cases where the material 

has multiple manufacturing steps

• Melting, rolling, coating, etc. 

What is Step Certification?



Field Inspection

• Step Certification 

• Inspector’s responsibility to verify and document 
at the time of delivery to the project site

• One cert for each process

• Mill Cert

• Fabrication Cert (Cutting, Welding, Drilling Holes, etc.)

• Separate Certs for bolts, nuts, washers, any connectors, 
etc.

• A Cert for the location of the coating with paint or 
galvanization.



Record Keeping

• Maintain accurate and complete 
Certifications related to Buy America 
throughout the life of the project.

• Retain supporting project documentation 
for a minimum of three years to allow time 
for audits. 



Buy America

• 23 USC 313 (law)

• 23 CFR 635.410 (regulation)

• All Federal-aid construction projects

• Applicable to IRON & STEEL only

• Minimal use = 0.1% (contract value) or 
$2500 whichever is greater

• Must be certified



Buy America Coverage

RAW 

Materials

Can be 

Foreign Domestic Manufacturing



Buy America Coverage

SCRAP

Can be 

Foreign

Domestic Manufacturing



Federal Aid Resources 

• Federal Aid Essentials

• Website of short videos of Federal Regulations

• Buy America Field Compliance Video



MAP-21

• Buy America Applies to Entire Project

• Not Just the Federal-Aid Contracts within the 

Project Limits.

• Ramification…?



The Project Segmentation Trap

Project limits as defined by NEPA

Phase 1:

Fed $

Phase 3:

Local $

A B

Phase 2:

Fed $

Phase 4:

Fed $



Review: Learning Outcomes

• Identify Buy America Compliance 

• Describe Buy America

• Apply Buy America Provisions

• Resources  

• Segmentation



Questions?
Wayne Fedora, P.E.

Assistant Division 

Adminstrator

FHWA VA-DIV

r.wayne.fedora@dot.gov

(804) 775-3344

Gilberto De León P.E.

Field Operations Team 

Leader

FHWA VA-DIV

gilberto.deleon@dot.gov

804-775-3362


